
GEOGRAPHY 

 Curriculum Position Statement 

Intent (why?) 

The curriculum is planned and sequenced towards cumulatively sufficient knowledge and skills for 

future learning and employment.  

Learners study a full and enriched curriculum. We teach geography through a sequence of lessons, 

centred around a particular topic or theme. Through this, children develop a secure understanding 

of geographical knowledge and concepts.  

Establish a curriculum that is ambitious and designed to give all learners the knowledge and culture 

capital they need to succeed in life. 

How we teach it & why we teach it that way (In blocks, weekly etc.) 

Geography is taught, following the NC, through clearly defined series of lessons. These form part of 

cross curricular topics, where lessons occur each week or may be blocked together when coverage in 

this way is more appropriate. All geography work is reinforced and built on throughout the 

topic/term. We do not use a scheme of work.  We use Core Learning Grids to inform our planning, 

teaching, learning and assessment.  

It is taught through investigative learning, with a range of resources and stimulus, to develop a sense 

of curiosity and desire to know more about the world around them. Children develop their 

geographical skills as they progress through the school, expand their knowledge of the world and the 

interconnections between human and physical features. 

Planning is designed so that pupils build and retain knowledge of diverse places, people, resources 

and natural and human environments, together with a deep understanding of the Earth’s key 

physical and human processes. Pupils are taught the geographical skills needed to collect, analyse 

and communicate data gathered through experiences of fieldwork that deepen their understanding 

of geographical processes, interpret a range of sources of geographical information and 

communicate information in a variety of ways. 

Consolidation time is managed efficiently to ensure all children have the opportunity to review, 

revisit and practise. 

Teachers present subject matter clearly- checking understanding systematically, identifying 

misconceptions accurately and providing clear, direct feedback. 

Assessment is used to help learners embed and use knowledge fluently or to check understanding 

and inform teaching. Assessment is part of the learning process in which multiple methods are used 

to systematically gather data about children’s understanding and ability. Assessment opportunities 

are planned in to clarify and share learning intentions and criteria for success. 

Classroom discussions are engineered effectively with appropriate questions and learning tasks. 

Feedback is provided that moves learners forward. Children are encouraged to be the owners of 

their own learning and that of their peers. 

 

 



What we teach (Core Learning Grids, schemes of work) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Developed and embedded Core Learning Grids are used throughout the school.  These have a 
positive impact on the teaching and learning of geography by having clear objectives so teachers are 
confident in what they need to cover during each topic. 
 

We enhance the learning with a rich and broad geography curriculum to optimise children’s learning 

experiences and give them the skills they need to learn about and understand the widening world 

around them.  

Geography Education: 

Quality online resources to enhance teaching and learning 

Planning – clear objectives and skills progression. 

Stimulus to engage and spark curiosity  

‘Hooks’ to draw on emotions – links with own experiences or current topics in the news 

Sequence of fieldwork activities  

Knowledge so children can read, write, represent and talk geography 

Assessment opportunities - prior learning task/low-stake quizzes/good questions to provoke 

discussion and maintain curiosity/tailored assessment 

 

The curriculum extends beyond the academic, technical or vocational. It provides for learners’ 

broader development, enabling them to develop and discover their interests and talents.  

Support learners to develop their character – including their resilience, confidence and 

independence. 

 

Progression (Sequencing/Interleaving) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



In the early years, children are introduced to a wide range of vocabulary to describe the world 

around them. Vocabulary gained in early years, forms the start of geographical skills and concepts 

which will be built on throughout school.  

Sequence lessons - Use Principles of Instruction  

Review/new material in small steps/ask questions/provide models/guide student practice/check 

understanding/obtain high success rates/scaffold tasks/independent practice/regular reviews. 

Spiralling curriculum where key concepts run through our curriculum. Knowledge is sequenced to 

form connection between the different disciplines and build on their knowledge and ability to work 

and think as a geographer. 

Knowledge throughout the school is sequenced to enable the collaboration between substantive 

knowledge (models, theories, laws) and disciplinary knowledge (working as a geographer). This 

ensures children know not only the ‘geography’ but also the evidence and how to use enquiry and 

observation to explore and investigate a range of places and their connection to one another.   

Key areas are developed across year groups allowing children to develop a more complex 

understanding over time:  

Human geography 

Physical geography 

Places and how they are connected and change over time. 

Locating and identifying places in the UK and beyond’ 

Geographical skills and fieldwork. 

Impact (Examples of work, Pupil Voice) 

Learners develop detailed knowledge and skills across the curriculum and, as a result, achieve well. 

Learners are ready for the next stage of education. 

Children are able to… 

Problem solve and answer questions - children explore their own ideas, develop and deepen their 

knowledge of places in the UK and beyond. 

Work with independence – resilience and confidence 

Be a geographer – toolkit of skills added over time 

Communicate effectively – geographical vocabulary 

Evidence - learning walks, books, displays, core learning grids and children’s responses 

Pupil voice activity established a base line for our school. From this, the Core Principles for 

Geography were established which shows a clear vision for the subject. 

To enhance cultural capital in geography… 

geography homework projects 

Geography based school trips 

Wildlife cameras, observations 

Collaborations with other schools 

Twitter/Facebook/Website 



Areas for development 

Subject leader continue to gather evidence, books, pupil voice etc  

 Audit of staff subject knowledge and confidence 

Training for subject leader & staff 

Actions: 

July 2022 Feedback from pupil voice interviews. Children enjoyed geography & could talk about 
some of things they had learnt about. eg volcanoes, local area. Not all sure about what 
geography is and when they do it. Need to be much clearer about geography as a 
subject & use of geographical language. Feed this back to staff. 

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

 

 

 

 


