Why Talk for Writing?
Developed by Pie Corbett and supported by Julia Strong, Talk for Writing is powerful
because it is based on the principles of how children learn.

Talk for Writing enables children to imitate the key language they need for a particular topic
orally before they try reading and analysing it. Children are helped to write in a particular
style, firstly, through fun activities that help them rehearse the language they need followed by shared writing to show them how to craft their writing.

Talk for Writing is taught through a variety of units that teach children how to craft their
writing in a wide range of genres. Each unit begins with a cold task and ends with a hot task.
These tasks enable both children and teachers to easily see the progress they have made
with their writing on a regular basis.

Year 4 completing a hot task for their non-chronological report

Units are divided into 3 phases: imitation, innovation and invention - or the ‘three I’s’.

The imitation stage:
During the imitation phase of Talk for Writing, children take part in a large variety of
engaging activities supported visually by a text map and physical movements to help the
children recall the story or non-fiction piece. In this way the children hear the text, say it for
themselves and enjoy it before seeing it written down.

Examples of text maps

Children from nursery are busy writing the Story of ‘The Little Red Hen’.

Children enjoying retelling ‘The Papaya That Spoke’.

The innovation stage:

Once the children have internalised the text, they are then ready to start innovating it.

Children sharing their innovated stories.

The invention/independent stage:
The third phase is ‘invention’. This is where the children are expected to write increasingly
independently and it ends with publishing or performing. In story writing children will build
a new story and when writing non-fiction, children will choose their own topic to write
about using a given form.

